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STAR4BBS Briefing Note

For Policymakers and Public Authorities
Embedding Robust Certification in EU Policy Frameworks

Sustainability certification schemes and labels (CSLs) play a crucial role in guiding the
bio-based economy toward the EU Green Deal and circularity goals. Yet the current
landscape is fragmented, with varying criteria, inconsistent assurance levels, and
limited integration into policy instruments. This undermines both market trust and
policy effectiveness.

Certification criteria and levels of assurance differ widely across schemes.

Trade flows of certified biomass are poorly tracked due to weak data infrastruc-
tures.

SMEs face significant costs and complexity in accessing certification.

Certification is not yet fully integrated into public procurement or incentive
frameworks.

To improve coherence, uptake, and policy relevance of CSLs, STAR4BBS recommends
that EU and national policymakers:

1.

Establish EU-wide sustainability criteria for bio-based feedstocks to reduce
fragmentation.

Integrate certification in public procurement and incentives, ensuring recog-
nition of robust schemes.

Strengthen data infrastructures (harmonised customs codes, certified trade
flow reporting).

Define clear certification rules for imports, balancing fairness between EU and
third-country products.

Support SMEs with simplified procedures, technical assistance, and funding to
meet certification requirements.

Adopt the BIOBASEDCERT Monitoring Tool (BMT) as a cooperative bench-
marking instrument to support harmonisation and evidence-based policy de-
sign.

The STAR4BBS consortium invites policymakers to use the BIOBASEDCERT
Monitoring Tool and to draw on the project’s governance analysis and
recommendations. These resources are accessible at: www.star4bbs.eu
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Table 1: Key Challenges and Recommendations for Policy Makers and Governments

Role of CSLs in regula-
tion and incentives

Lack of harmonisation
and transparency

Fragmented sustaina-
bility criteria

Disconnect between
sustainability ambi-
tions and policy instru-
ments

Data gaps, incon-
sistent monitoring of
trade flows and certifi-
cation

Reliance on biomass
imports

Limited support for
SMEs

Lack of transparency
on certified content in
supply chains

Recognise the role of CSLs in regulation and legislation

Integrate certification into public procurement criteria and incentive
mechanisms (e.g. tax incentives), ensuring that only credible and ro-
bust CSLs are rewarded and policy coherence is strengthened

Adopt a benchmarking instrument for comparing CSLs across sec-
tors — the web-based version of the BIOBASEDCERT Monitoring
Tool might be a valid option to assess scheme compliance with EU
sustainability requirements

Apply the BMT as a cooperative tool for dialogue and harmonisation
rather than as a narrow compliance check

Define EU-wide sustainability criteria for biomass in bio-based prod-
ucts, building on existing EU frameworks (e.g. European Green Deal,
Renewable Energy Directive)

Design market-pull measures (e.g. quotas, subsidies, preferential ac-
cess to funding) that are explicitly linked to robust certification.

Align policy instruments with sustainability objectives so that incen-
tives drive the uptake of certified bio-based products.

Introduce a harmonised EU classification and reporting system for
bio-based and certified products.

Harmonise customs coding and reporting systems to capture certifi-
cation status, sustainability indicators, and enable better tracking of
certified trade flows in collaboration with customs and statistical au-
thorities.

Explore anonymised disclosure of key social indicators to strengthen
S-LCA and improve transparency in reporting.

Support domestic value chains from bio-based feedstocks into bio-
based products and materials.

Establish clear rules for certification of imported biomass & derived
products to ensure a level-playing field between imported and do-
mestic biomass and derived products.

Investigate monitoring of CSLs impact on trade and competitiveness

Support SMEs in the certification process by providing simplified cer-
tification procedures, targeted funding, and technical guidance, espe-
cially in low-margin sectors.

Require businesses to disclose the percentage of certified and bio-
based content in product documentation and digital declarations.
Ensure the use of chain-of-custody certification to guarantee credible
traceability and transparency.

Establish clear, transparent rules on bio-attributed content to ensure
openness and inclusion of the concept of mass balance and attribu-
tion



Star

{6 gSustainable bio-based

systems via effective
certification & labelling !

Consortium:

' s LL!’:!JJ UnitelmaSapienza

' 2 bl d omy BISANTIAGD.
BETTER
BIOMASS ST o~ .
“%.  2BAM (EJRSB  Diseal

fat Funded by
A the European Union

www.star4bbs.eu
info@star4bbs.eu

@STAR4BBS

v IinJo




